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(54) OPTICAL DISK 

(57)Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an optical disk which can greatly improve the number of 
repetitive use times. 

SOLUTION: This optical disk is formed by laminating layers 6 and 8 for recording and reproducing 
information and a mask layer 4 having a mask effect to increase light transmittance upon 
increasing of irradiation light intensity and is so formed that the diameter of the light spot 
transmitted through this mask layer is made substantially smaller than the diameter of the light 
spot made incident on the mask layer. The mask layer described above consists of a mask film 
12A of a thermochromic material consisting of an electron donative coloring compound and an 
electron receptive color developing agent and replenishing films 12B and 12C which are formed 
on at least one surface of this mask film and consist of the electron receptive color developing 
agent for replenishing to the mask film. As a result, the number of repetitive use times may be 
greatly improved. 
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